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Record attendance at world's largest engine summit in Munich

· MTU Aero Engines and DGLR hosted the XVII. ISABE conference
· Some 270 presentations on airbreathing-engine subjects
Munich – Early in September, the engine industry's who's who convened in Munich: some 460 specialists from around the world attended the XVII. International Symposium for Airbreathing Engines (ISABE), the largest attendance ever. The industry's biggest meeting takes place every two years, each time on a different continent. The Munich event was organized by MTU Aero Engines and the DGLR German Society of Aeronautics and Astronautics. "For MTU, it is a great honor to host ISABE," emphasized Udo Stark, the company's president and CEO. The Symposium was held under the aegis of Dr. Klaus Steffens, the former MTU Aero Engines chief executive.
For five days, the attending experts discussed future aircraft engines. Some 270 presentations dealt with ideas and technologies to make engines still more capable, thriftier, lighter, cleaner, quieter, more efficient and safer. Maintenance costs, too, ought to come down. New propulsion concepts like geared turbofans were discussed, as were options for optimizing individual engine components, the deployment of innovative materials and designs, as well as alternative fuels. 
Among the speakers at the blue-chip event was Simeon H. Austin, Director of the Advance Programs Office at Pratt & Whitney, who elaborated on the many opportunities provided by the Joint Technology Demonstrator Program (JTDP) for validating advanced engine technologies and optimized components. The U.S. engine manufacturer has been partnering with MTU Aero Engines on the JTDP since 2001. The program is designed to test new technologies to improve cost-effectiveness, reduce oxides of nitrogen and noise emissions and trim weight. 
Colin P. Smith, Member of the Board and Director of Research & Technology at Rolls-Royce, among other items addressed the crucial need for environmentally sound approaches to the development of novel engine technologies: "Industry has the moral obligation to consider the impact their internal processes and products have on the environment." 
The meeting's fringe events, too, greatly appealed to the attendees from near and far, such as the dinner at Flugwerft Oberschleißheim and tours of MTU's Munich manufacturing facilities. Stark said he hoped "this symposium helped cement global links in the aviation industry, especially in its engine segment." The next ISABE Symposium will take place two years from now, in Beijing. 
MTU Aero Engines is Germany's leading engine manufacturer. A global player in the industry, it operates affiliates in all major markets and regions. In fiscal 2004, it had 6,800 employees and some 2 billion euros in sales. In its commercial engine activities, Germany's No. 1 in the business closely cooperates with the world's largest engine manufacturers. In the military arena, MTU is the German industrial lead company for practically all engines flown by the country's services. In terms of sales, MTU's maintenance arm is the world's largest independent provider of commercial engine services. The company holds a leadership position in engine technology. 
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