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MTU at Ludwigsfelde: Construction of Western Europe's largest turboprop test cell completed 
· Europe's sole production test stand for the A400M engine
· MTU Aero Engines invests 12 million euros in new infrastructure 
Ludwigsfelde – The Herculean task is accomplished: On the dot Monday, August 15, Western Europe's largest turboprop test cell was completed at MTU Maintenance Berlin-Brandenburg in Ludwigsfelde. The new test facility was built under what currently is Germany's most significant military aviation project: the emerging Airbus A400M military airlifter. The new test facility will accommodate the production acceptance testing of all TP400-D6 engines produced in Europe.
"We're all very happy we managed this spot landing," comments André Wall, MTU Maintenance Berlin-Brandenburg's chief executive. "This again impresssively demonstrates MTU's reliability and capability." The construction work on a 900-sq.m. area on the northwestern part of the company grounds on Dr.-Ernst-Zimmermann-Straße had begun in June last year. The first stage of the work had been achieved punctually in early December and celebrated with a topping-out ceremony. 
Wall says the ambitious schedule would have been impossible to achieve if it hadn't been for the competent and reliable partners involved. Alongside the Canadian MDS Aero Support Cooperation, also small- and medium size contractors from the Berlin-Brandenburg region had participated. "The cooperative spirit was outstanding and everything went like clockwork," summarizes Dr. Jörg Suttan, project manager at MTU Maintenance Berlin-Brandenburg.
The engine for the A400M—four TP400-D6 on each airlifter—is the Western world's most powerful turboprop. The three-spool engine sports a propeller 5.3 m. in diameter and is rated at 11,000 shp. It emerges as a joint project of Europe's largest engine manufacturers: Germany's MTU Aero Engines, Spain's ITP, France's Snecma and the UK's Rolls-Royce. Germany's leading engine manufacturer develops and produces the TP400-D6's intermediate-pressure shaft, compressor and turbine, among other components, and also develops the engine control unit. Adding in the cost of the new test facility, MTU Aero Engines is investing very nearly 12 million euros into the infrastructure for the TP400-D6.
The Ludwigsfelde site is assigned a very special role among the partners in the project: This is where development testing, final engine assembly and production acceptance testing is done. The new MTU test facility is Europe's sole TP400-D6 production test cell. It is designed for turboprop engines and industrial gas turbines with ratings up to 15 MW. The Ludwigsfelde test center currently includes test stands for small turboshaft engines, small- tomedium-size turbofans and industrial gas turbines delivering as much as 50 MW. 
MTU Maintenance Berlin-Brandenburg is an affiliate of MTU Aero Engines, Germany's leading engine manufacturer. The company operates affiliates across the globe. In fiscal 2004, it had some 6,800 employees and 2 billion euros in sales. In terms of sales, MTU is the world's largest unaffiliated provider of independent engine services. In the military arena, it is Germany's industrial lead company for practically all aircraft engines flown by the country's armed services.
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